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THE NEED

Highline serves a highly diverse student
body and sees that low-income and
young men of color are less engaged in
school and more likely to be off-track
academically than their peers.
3 out of 4 BAM participants at Highline
were experiencing significant social-
emotional challenges at enrollment
across the following competencies:

BUILDING SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELLNESS

of BAM participants showed growth
in key social-emotional competencies
that correlate to personal, academic, and
career success 
Areas where BAM participants showed

greatest growth included: Assertiveness,
Learning Interest, Reflection, and Critical
Thinking

FOSTERING IDENTITY GROWTH AND AGENCY
9 % of participants reported that BAM
helped them make better decisions for
themselves
9 % of participants reported that BAM
taught them to try again when things
don’t go as planned

What BAM Participants are Saying

“I consider BAM sacred. Its a place where you can talk to
other men. People are holding you accountable, people are
there that you can trust, that you can talk to anytime.”

GREATER
SEATTLE

BAM IS INCREASING THE PERSONAL
WELL-BEING AND ACADEMIC SUCCESS OF
HIGHLINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS STUDENTS

Becoming A Man (BAM) is a key partner in Highline
Public Schools strategy to support a culture of
belonging for students, with a specialized focus on
young men who’d benefit from targeted support, to
ensure that they succeed socially and academically.

STAY IN TOUCH

Youth-Guidance

Resiliencies
Action Orientation
Emotion Control
Assertiveness
Perseverance
Trust
Empathy
Reflection
Optimism

Learning
Learning Interest
Critical Thinking
Academic Motivation
School Bonding

Relationships
Peer Relationships
Adult Relationships

“When you’re in a BAM Circle, you are more vulnerable and I
think that’s what really helps you change or become better.
To have a BAM Youth Specialist that cares about you and
your BAM brothers; that listens to what you have to say.
That’s very meaningful.”

“To have people [BAM peers] that have the same goals as
me just means a lot and makes the journey better.”

Kathleen Richardson
krichardson@youth-
guidance.org
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FOSTERING POSITIVE ADULT RELATIONSHIPS

GREATER
SEATTLE

WHAT OUR SCHOOL PARTNERS ARE SAYING

“BAM staff, who have built relationships with our students
and staff, and who’ve embedded themselves in the school
community, are able to connect and reach students in BAM
in a much deeper way than most school staff are able to.

The curriculum of BAM is research-based, tried and true.
We know it works.

The branding of the program makes students feel
connected to something unique and special; tailor made for
them.

-Kisa Hendrickson, Assistant Superintendent
Highline Public Schools

BOOSTING SCHOOL ENGAGEMENT & SUCCESS

9 % of participants reported that BAM
helped them identify strategies to
improve their school performance

% of participants reported that BAM
helped them believe they will graduate
high school
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% of BAM participants report that their
relationship with their BAM Youth Specialist
is important to them, signaling that they...

Trust them
Feel comfortable around them
Look forward to spending time with them
Believe that they care about them

BAM

Highline Public Schools served
Chinook Middle School
Sylvester Middle School
Highline High School
Tyee High School

Highline students served

BAM Circles (group counseling sessions)
operated weekly

BAM Circles attended, on average, by
participants

Average BAM Circle attendance rate

Individual support services delivered
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